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Handwriting

Russell Lower School teaches cursive writing grom the

very beginning of school. Good early proactice in cursive handwriting

with lead in' strokes seeks to establish secure gfoundations grom the
beginning we then proctise, refine and extend skills these skills
throughout KSI and KS2. Continuwity and consistency are essential gfoctors
in helping children retain movement patterns hy estahbhlishing this
practise in reception the children to do not hawve to alter movement
patterns at a loter stage.

We sollow '‘Switch on handwriting' and have a clear plan gor
progression throughout the school.

Capital letters must be taught at the same time as lower-case letters.



Foundation Stage

Pupils are taught to (Reception year. ELG):

« Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for
drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.

Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.

Form lower case and capital letters comrectly.

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

Number formation and writing the numerals in order is also covered over the year, as learned about within and matched to the maths planning.




Year 1

Pupils are taught to:

sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

begin to form lower-case letters in the comrect direction, starting and finishing in the right place

form capital letters
form digits 0-9

understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these




Year2

Once children enter Year 2, handwriting sessions are all focused on whole words and practising any joins causing difficulty:

Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders
Horizontal joins to letters without ascenders
diagonal joins to letters with ascenders
Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders
Mixed join

Teaching will focus on developing speed and consistency, especially in size and direction.

Developing speed and consistency takes time and practice

Writing short rhymes, riddles, jokes etc. offers the opportunity to develop speed and consistency effectively

Children should be expected to write cursively across the curriculum, and build up pace by being given targets to improve upon each
fime

Across the year children are taught to:

form lower-case letters of the comrect size relative to one another

start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one ancther,
are best left unjoined

write capital letters and digits of the cormrect size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters




Key Stage 2
Within key stage 2 children develop the use of joined handwriting throughout their independent writing.

Teaching will focus on increasing the fluency with which pupils are able to write down what they want to say. Which, in turn, will support their
composition and spelling.

Across year's 3 and 4 children are taught to:

use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best
left unjoined

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting. For example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and
equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.

Across year's 5 and 6 children are taught to:

To increase the speed of their handwriting so that problems with forming letters do not get in the way of writing down what they want to
say.

To be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten version.

To write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or
not to join specific letters and by choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

To confidently use diagonal and horizontal joining strokes throughout their independent writing to increase fluency.

To confidently use diagonal and horizontal joining strokes throughout their independent writing in a legible, fluent and speedy way.




Curly Caterpillar Letters
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. Make sure you are sittin + Open your hand out so that the gap between the
J 9 thumb and the forefinger form an L shape.

» Touch the thumb to the forefinger and press.

» Place your fingertips « Stretch open the hand.
+ Then touch the thumb to the middle finger and press.

« Stretch open the hand.

« Press your fingers together, » Press the thumb together
i if theg O doing “push with the third finger.
. 4 « Stretch open the hand.
ups” against each other. SO
. the little finger.
* Repeat a number of times. A
« Repeat five times.

comfortably and upright.

together.

« Put the palms of your
hands together.

» Now push them against
one another.

» Fold your fingers
around one another.

« Try to pull them apart.

* Repeat a number of times.




Lets look ready to write!

|. Place hoth geet glat on the gloor.
2. Mowve yowr elhows so they are resting opy the edge of the desk

S M.cwzgow hottom to the hack of the chair.
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4. Lean yowr head and shoulders slightly gormwards.
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5. Keep your knees hent at 90° angle.




____________________ Letters that join at the top.




Handwriting

How can you help your child with their
handwriting at home...?

* Practice their gine motor skills.
* Practice their pencil grip.



What Are Fine Motor Skills?

*Fine motor skills involve the use of the smaller
muscle of the hands, commonly in activities like
using pencils, scissors, construction with lego or
duplo, doing up buttons and opening lunch boxes.

Efficient fine motor skills require a number of
independent skills to work together to

appir('opr'ia'rely handle the object or perform the
Task.




Pencil Grip

How a child holds a pencil

is also dependent on their
age and the stage of

their development. F

We use language like:
“Use your birdy fingers."




Learn a story through drama and immersion.
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Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

FS

Dinosaur Discovery

Home visits

Description of class bird
Non-fiction Fact file

To use some adjectives for
description e.g. Colours,

Year 2
Medium Term Plan

Dear Teacher
Write a short letter to their teacher

intfroducing themselves.
Develep positive attitudes towards

Year 3
Medium Term Plan

Reading focus week VIPERS
Make predictions/inferences.
Authorial intent,

sizes and stamina for writing
Week 2 Home Visits Supertato Dear Teacher How to be an Anglo Saxon
Week 3 Writing Fiction - Adventure Non-fiction Instructions
assessment Role - play Exploring a character from the To write a set of instructions
write name book, Dear Teacher. VGP: Using conjunctions, adverbs

Spell CVC using picture

Retell key stones, fairy stories
and traditional tales and

Create a story map to plan an

and prepositions tc express time

Year 4
Medium Term Plan

Letter from Farmer Weir
Non-fiction Formal letter
Open and closed quesfions
Features of a letter
Plan, draft and edit formal letier.

prompts (mark making. consider their particular imaginary letter. and cause.
initial sounds) 2 Develop positive atfitudes towards
; characteristics through ; e
Photograph of pen grip tamiliari and stamina for writing
for tapestry amiliarity
%Eﬁ Dear Teacher
Character description. Write an informal letter to their
Labels and captions teacher.
To describe a favourite Develop positive atfitudes towards
supergta character. and stamina for writing
To use some adjectives for
description e.g. Colours,
sizes
BASELINES Supertato Lila and the Secret of Rain
Book: Colour Monster Ficfion - Adventure
goes to school Character description Understand what a story from
Senienc_e_ writing another culture is.
Before writing, plan Use prediction and inference skills.
sentences by saying out retel and sequence a story.
loud what they are going to s , o
g peaking and Listening
write about L iz
Giving wellsirucivied descriptions,
explanations and narratives for
different purposes, including:
expressing feelings, participating in
discussions and role play.
BASELINE Lila and the Secret of Rain Roger Rock

Book: If | had a dinosaur

Non-Fiction Explanation text

Apple crumble instructions - Model
Write
Non- fiction Instructional writing
Features of instructions
Following instructions
Plan, draft and edit recipe.




Working at the Expected Standard:

Pupil(s) are confidently and independently able to apply their knowledge, after
discussion with their teacher:

To write sentences in order to create short narratives and non-fiction texts.

To use some features of different text types (although these may not be consistent).
To reread their writing to check that it makes sense and make suggested changes.
To use adjectives to describe.

To use simple sentence structures.

To use the joining word (conjunction) ‘and’ to link ideas and sentences.

capital letters for names, places, the days of the week and the
personal pronoun 'T'.

Has an

awareness finger spaces.
:fe;:i:gb full stops to end sentences.
- question marks.

exclamation marks.

To spell most words containing previously taught phonemes and GPCs accurately.

To spell most Y1 common exception words and days of the week accurately (from
English Appendix 1).

To use -s and -es to form regular plurals correctly.

To use the prefix ‘un’.

To add the suffixes -ing, -ed, -er and -est to root words (with no change to the root
word).

To write lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing
in the right place.

To write lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing
in the right place with a good level of consistency.




Year 1 Expectations

Year 1

* Children have good handwriting skills.

Their sentences are well structured
and always make sense. They
remember about spaces between
words, capital letters, full stops, etc.
They use adjectives, adverbs, longer
sentences.
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Working at the Expected Standard:

Pupil(s) can write a simple, coherent narrative about their own and others’
experiences (real and fictional), after discussion with the teacher:

writing about real events, recording these simply and clearly

demarcating most sentences with: capital letters and full stops

and with use of: question marks.

using present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently

using co-ordination (or / and / but)

using some subordination (when / if / that / because)

segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes,
spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts
at others

spelling many KS1 common exception words*

writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship
to one another and to lower-case letters

using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters




Year 2

Expected
Standard.
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Year 2
Greater
Depth
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Monday 11th September 2023 Year 3
LO: To identify the features of instruction
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Working at the Expected Standard:

Pupil(s) are beginning to independently apply their knowledge:

To begin to use ideas from own reading and modelled examples to plan their writing.

To demonstrate an increasing understanding of purpose and audience.

To begin to use the structure of a wider range of text types (including the use of
simple layout devices in non-fiction).

To proof-read theirs and others’ work to check for errors with increasing
accuracy, and make improvements.

To make deliberate ambitious word choices to add detail.

To begin to create settings, characters and plot in narratives.

To start to organise their writing into paragraphs around a theme.

To maintain the correct tense (including present perfect tense) throughout a
piece of writing.

To use the full range of punctuation from previous year groups.

To use inverted commas in direct speech.

To use subordinate clauses.

To begin to use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show time, place and cause.

To use 'a’ or ‘an’ correctly most of the time.

To spell many words with prefixes correctly, e.g. irrelevant, autograph, incorrect,
disobey, superstar, antisocial, etc.

To spell many words with suffixes correctly, e.g. usually, poisonous, adoration, etc.

To begin to spell homophones correctly, e.g. which and witch.

To spell some of the Year 3 and & statutory spelling words correctly.

To use a neat, joined handwriting style with increasing accuracy.
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Look back af
any feedback
you have from

last lesson.

Correct any

errors and
complete any

next steps or
challenges.




Working at the Expected Standard:

Pupil(s) are beginning to independently apply their knowledge:

To write a range of narratives and non-fiction pieces using a consistent and
appropriate structure (including genre-specific layout devices).

To write narratives with a clear beginning, middle and end with a coherent plot.
To proofread confidently and amend their own and others’ writing, e.g. adding in

nouns/pronouns to avoid repetition, recognising where verbs and subjects do not
agree or lapses in tense,

To create more detailed settings, characters and plot in narratives to engage the reader.

To consistently organise their writing into paragraphs around a theme.

To maintain an accurate tense throughout a piece of writing.

To use Standard English verb inflections accurately, e.g. ‘we were' rather than
‘we was', ‘I did' rather than ‘I done'.

To use the full range of punctuation from previous year groups.
To use all the necessary punctuation in direct speech mostly accurately.

To use apostrophes for singular and plural possession with increasing confidence.
To expand noun phrases regularly with the addition of modifying adjectives and
prepositional phrases, e.g. the strict teacher with curly hair.

To regularly choose nouns or pronouns appropriately to aid cohesion and avoid
repetition, e.g. he, she, they, it.

To use fronted adverbials, e.g. As quick as a flash, Last weekend; usually
demarcated with commas.

To spell all words with prefixes correctly, e.g. irrelevant, autograph, incorrect,
disobey, superstar, antisocial.

To spell all words with suffixes correctly, e.g. usually, poisonous, adoration.
To spell homophones correctly, e.g. which and witch.

To spell all of the Year 3 and 4 statutory spelling words correctly.

To consistently use a neat, joined handwriting style.
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Write a biography about your
David Walliams life so far.
Points to mention:
Where and when they were born

His family
Important events and achievements

in their lives
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Biography Writing
Unit features

Add prepositional phrases fo
expand noun phrases to de

Use of third person
houns and pronouns but

Summarise the main
events in chronalogical

Use headings and subheadings
to organise paragraphs in your




At a very early age encouroge your child to play
outside in the garden or the park, this will help
haone grossa motor skilla hegore you can dewvelop gin

mokor skills for writing such os pointing, Lga,
Hama beads, threading, wsing scissors, drawing
ete.

Write wish lists gor hirthdays and Christmas.
Encourage children to write thank you letiers agter
hirthdoys oand Christmas.

Write postcords mhen on holiday.

Write a menu gor a gamily meal or porky.

Email a gamily memhber or griend.

Make a scrap bhook mith lahels ond captions -
mayhe agter a holiday or apecial exvent.

Write short stories inwvolxing the adwventures of their
;MJMM JLUJJA.

Write an ingormation leaglet about something they
find interesting e.d dinocsaurs, sports ete.

Write a letter to a gawsowurite author.

Invent and write rules gor the houwse, bedroom etc.
and put on a poster.

Draw, label and explain their own inventions. Make
np AJJ.L[J sentences and tongue twisters.




More congident writers.

Write a secret diary.
Make wp song lyrics.
Plan their own partiy.

Write a story gor o younger gomily memher, the
style of their gavourite bhook.

Write a holiday jouwrnal.

Write instructions gor an X hox game, Minecragt or
Almilar.

Write a recipe.

Look for writing competitions .4 Radio 25 annual

500 word sitory.




It'’s also an incentive to write if there is o range of
exciting writing materials available - pencils,
croyons, felt tips, ,ﬁ‘p.a.r.k.l.,g pens, writing icings.,
writing soaps for hath time, colouwred popers,
diggerent shape and sirzes of paper etc.

Most of these things are awvaoilable quite cheaply

these ,d.,a.g/.; in places like Pound J.LLALL.|

Try to remember to focus on and praise the content
of any writing your child shares with youw, rather
thaon dwelling on any mistokes they may have
made. Hopegully, the variety of activities listed
here hawve provided you with plenty of ideas to help
and encounrage your child to have a go at doing
Asome writing ot home.







