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FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to our February newsletter.  These newsletters are sent out on a monthly basis to keep you informed about what is happening in school.  If you ever want to contribute an ‘article’ or suggest information that should be on the newsletters, I would be delighted to hear about them.
Upcoming events
Friday 7th February Spring Report out to parents, 
Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th February Parents Evening, Foundation Stage Height, Weight and Hearing Tests, Year 1 Hearing Retests (parents have been contacted if this is applicable)
Friday 13th February  CHUMS Shine Bright Non Uniform Day (see previous email communication for further details),  Last Day of Spring 1 Half term
Half term Holiday- Monday 16th February- Friday 20th February
Monday 23rd February- Start of Spring 2 half term, children return to school, World Thinking Day (Brownies in Brownies uniform)
Tuesday 24th February - Year 4 Swimming (24th February, 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th March)
Wednesday 25th February Year 4 trip to Verulamium. Book Fair in school (25th February through to and including Monday 2nd March).  Further information regarding opening times will follow by email
Friday 27th February Inclusion Coffee morning 9.15-10.15am - further details to follow
Monday 2nd March Road Safety Day 
Thursday 5th March Pyjamarama/World Book Day (see below for further information)
Friday 6th March  2:45pm Parent Volunteer Session (further information on how to register for this below) 
Friday 13th March Year 3 Football festival @ Redborne Upper School, PTA Mothers Day gifts being distributed - further details on how to order via Classlist
Thursday 19th March PTA Disco (all year groups), for tickets and timings please refer to Classlist
Friday 20th March Design an Egg competition begins,   Comic Relief - Full Non Uniform Day, wear a red item, suggested donation £1, further information to follow. 
Sunday 22nd March Russell Choir performance with Ampthill Concert Orchestra
Monday 23rd March Sunflower Competition begins, Easter Assembly
Wednesday 25th March 9am Condover Meeting for parents in the main hall, Design an egg competition entries to be in no later than start of the school day today as prize giving will happen throughout the school day. 
Thursday 26th March Easter Hunt, Foundation stage Ampthill walk, Y4 Tag Rugby Festival
Friday 27th March Easter Activity morning, further information to follow. Break up for Easter Holidays
Easter Break : 28/3 - 12/4 
Return to school Monday 13th April -  No Inset Day
Message from Mr Young
What a remarkably busy month it has been! Our classrooms have been filled with energy, enthusiasm and wonderful learning experiences. Throughout this time, it has been truly heartwarming to see how beautifully your children have embodied our school values and demonstrated the 'Russell Rights' on a daily basis. From showing respect and kindness to one another, to taking responsibility for their learning and supporting their peers, the children continue to make us incredibly proud with their positive attitudes and considerate behaviour.
We hope you enjoy reading your child's Mid Year Report, which will be coming home shortly. We are very much looking forward to seeing you all next week for Parents' Evening. Together, the report and the evening provide a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the amazing progress your children have made this year. It will be a chance to share in their achievements, discuss their development, and look ahead to the exciting learning still to come.
I wanted to say a big thank you to you all for the comments and well wishes over the past couple of days, and thank Mrs Bunney and the team for the amazing support over the past week whilst I have been off following the operation. 
School will break up for the half term holiday at the end of Friday 13th February, and we look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 23rd February. As a gentle reminder, with so many small children around and our school grounds being such a busy place, we kindly ask that scooters, bikes and other modes of transport are ‘walked’, not ridden, whilst on school premises. This helps to ensure the safety and wellbeing of everyone in our school community. 
When we get there, I hope you have a wonderful half term break! 
Please see below for a few updates and matters to draw to your attention. 
Best wishes
Glenn Young
Parents Evening
I am looking forward to meeting you all at next week's Parents Evenings. Please do stop and introduce yourself if we have not had the chance to meet yet. 
Representatives of the school Governing Board will also be available to talk to on both parents’ evenings.  The Governors will have a ‘base’ set up by the kitchen hatch (opposite the library), but they will also be circulating too.  Please stop to talk to them and give them your views, opinions and feedback.  Thank you in advance.
Could I politely ask that all Parents Evening appointments adhere to the 10 minute slot that you have booked to ensure the evening runs as smoothly and efficiently as possible.  Please support us by being on time for your appointment.  
If the 10-minute appointment slot proves to be insufficient, the meeting will still be called to a close and a further appointment booked at another mutually convenient time.  We really look forward to talking to you about how well your child is progressing.
Russell Runners/Hinksley Park Recreation Ground junior parkrun
We are thrilled that so  many of us joined Hinksley Park over the past year. On Sunday 22nd Feb we will be celebrating our first birthday, and there will be a few exciting things to make it special for all our runners. Please look out for an email next week from Mrs Coles.

School Lateness
Arriving to school on time is essential for ensuring that every child gets the most out of their learning day at Russell Lower. We open classroom doors for a set window of time each morning, and teaching begins promptly as soon as this window closes. When children arrive late, they miss crucial learning time and can find it difficult to settle into lessons that have already started, which affects both their own progress and can disrupt their classmates. We understand that some children need to travel from one end of the school to the other, which takes a little longer, so we ask parents and carers to factor this into their morning routine and allow enough time for their child to reach their classroom ready to learn. By managing time effectively at home and ensuring children arrive punctually, you're helping them develop good habits that will benefit them throughout their education and giving them the best possible start to each school day. Please reach out if we can support you to ensure your child is prompt for the start of every day. 

Russell Lower School Values:
Each half term, we teach the children about a different value.  We then have a weekly ‘values’ assembly where we celebrate the demonstration of this value.  The values this term are:
Spring 1: Sharing and Caring
Spring 2: Responsibility and Cooperation 

Pyjamarama/World Book Day - Thursday 5th March
This year, as an alternative to World Book Day we will be celebrating Pyjamarama Day on Thursday 5th March.  Please encourage your children to come into school in their favourite pyjamas/onesie along with a suggested donation of £1. This money will help the fight against childhood cancer through funding research and finding new treatments. 
Please help us to raise as much as we can for this very worthwhile charity.  Further information via the following link: https://www.childrenwithcancer.org.uk/make-a-donation/ 


National Literacy Trust – National Year of Reading 2026
The National Literacy Trust has launched a nationwide campaign in celebration of the National Year of Reading. This is designed to inspire a love of reading, improve literacy and highlight the vital role reading plays in a child’s learning well being and future opportunities.
National Literacy Trust research shows that twice as many children and young people who enjoy reading in their free time have above average reading skills than children who do not enjoy it. (34.2% vs 15.7%)
This year's theme is “Go All In”.  If you’re into it, read into it! 
You can find further details of this campaign via the following link: https://goallin.org.uk/
There is also the following website which is being offered completely free for 2026. It contains hundreds of videos of authors talking about their books as well as reading extracts from them: www.https://authorfy.com/ 
In support of this campaign can we please encourage that regular reading takes place at home (4 x a week on 4 separate days, for about 10 minutes at a time.)  Why?  Because we know that for this age group of children, it is essential that they can read confidently to access all of their learning in school and to feel ‘good’ about themselves and learning.  Research and evidence also tell us that only when school and parents work in partnership, can children achieve this.  This is because reading is a ‘little and often’ skill.  You need spaced, repetitive practice to become fluent and confident. 
We know that lives are incredibly busy for parents (almost all of us are full-time working parents too and we completely empathise), but reading is too important to ‘miss’.  If there is just one thing you can do to support your child (and their access to the rest of the curriculum) whilst they are at lower school, we believe it should be establishing a regular home reading routine (4 x week).
We really want to support your child to be successful with their reading.  If you would like any further support at all, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.
As always – thank you for your support.

PE and festivals news:
Mrs Cox would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to our Year 4 Sports Leaders - Jack, Joey, Harrison, Grayson, James, Zara, Anna, Ajama, Georgia and Mia. They have now started supporting our lunchtime play with fun, active sports games and activities. They were also part of a whole class assembly and rewarded with T-shirts, badges and certificates. Keep up the great work! 

Online Safety/ESafety update:
As part of our Online Safety Policy and procedures, we aim to reinforce the importance of children being safe online, both at school and out of school.  In each newsletter we will be using one page poster guides from National Online Safety to highlight areas that we think are relevant to our children and families, helping you to keep up-to-date with what's going on in the world of online safety. We hope that this will help you gain the confidence and skills to have age-appropriate, informed discussions with children to keep them safe, healthy and resilient to life beyond the school gates.

February - What parents and carers need to know about iPads (see poster attached to the email)

Parent Volunteer Workshop
The next Parent Volunteer Session will be running on Friday 6th March @ 2:45pm.  Please complete the following Google Form before Monday 2nd March  if you would like to attend https://forms.gle/BCigTzQdJVo1F5Av7 
This Workshop is aimed at anybody that would like to help out in the classroom.  You will need to attend this session alongside having a current Russell School DBS check (which can be arranged via the office) before you are able to help in class. 

Please note, you do not need to attend this session to qualify as a helper on school trips/festivals. 

Safeguarding
During term time, you can discuss any concerns you may have about a child with the Russell Safeguarding team in person, by telephone on 01525 755664 or via the dedicated safeguarding email address:  safeguarding@russell-lower.co.uk
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When school is closed, if you think a child you know is being harmed or at risk of being harmed, please contact the Integrated Front Door on 0300 300 8585, who you can talk to about your concerns. 
They will give you advice or may investigate the circumstances. All child protection calls are treated in confidence and you don't need to give your details.
Alternatively, visit the Safeguarding Bedfordshire website: https://www.safeguardingbedfordshire.org.uk/report-a-concern/report-a-concern-about-an-adult-or-a-child
Everyone has a responsibility to protect children from harm.
Thank you.
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Bareguulding is everyone’s responsibility at
Russell Lower School

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Sarah
Knight (Inclusion Lead)

Mrs Sarah knight

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are
Lovise Bunney (Deputy Headteacher)
and Glenn Young (Headteacher)

Mrs Louise Bunney Mr Glenn Young
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Join us in Ampthil Library during March for our new monthly book focus and our

brand-new children’s book club

It all starts with favourite books

We will have:

Lots of different types of books for you to borrow including funny books, mystery books,
adventure books, factual books and some new books too.

Book recommendations from our customers and staff, including one of our favourites:

Charlie Cook's Favourite Book
“Once upon a time there was a boy

called Charlie Cook
Who curled up in a cosy chair
and read his favourite book "

Craft, puzzles, colouring linked to our theme and our Creation Station will be ‘Spring into a
'good book'~ add your very own liy pad and frog to our display, to show everyone your favourite
book. Rhyme time sessions will have stories and songs all about frogs.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT STARTING MARCH 2026

Ampthill Library and Home Book Club

We would love you o join our new Children's Book Club. Come and see us in
Ampthill Library fo get all the information you need fo join our free club.

Reviews displayed and Do actiiies in the ibrary or at
rewards. All ages home, from our ‘Book Club Fun

Tasks'list.

‘Complete your book review and
with your parent email t to Ampt
Library or pop into drop i of.
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TALKING TO CHILDREN
ABOUT THEIR DEVELOPING
BODIES AND FEELINGS

A webinar to inspire confidence in taking a
positive approach to supporting children with
their developing bodies and feelings.

February 26™ @ 7pm
Online

Sign up for free by scanning the QR
code or follow the link in the email

@ brook
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Russell Lower School
Challenge « Enjoy « Respect « Succeed
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